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Dear Most Precious Blood Family, 
     Many of you may remember several times in which I have 

spoken of a classical definition of the word grace .  Growing up, 

as I heard this term used in various ways, I simply understood it to 

mean a special blessing or even special power.   

As a child, I understood that if the Lord gave me grace, 

then I would have the strength to accomplish whatever I was 

trying to accomplish.  I was quite 

fascinated when my seminary 

professors offered a much different 

image.  Instead of grace being 

described as a òthingó or 

òsuperpoweró, the definition he 

gave us was that of a participation 

in the life of God.   Grace is living in 

the Spirit.  Grace is discipleship in 

the truest sense of the word.   

     Each year we walk through our liturgical calendar, 

journeying with our Lord, and living life with Christ.  We 

contemplate Jesusõ birth, His life, His teachings, passion, death, 

and Resurrectionéonce again, and then again.  Through this 

journey, the Lord leads us to deeper conversion, or more 

deliberately, to the Kingdom of heaven.  We are beginning a 

new liturgical year.  It is time to pray about our commitments, and 

how we will strive to serve God and our community.  How will we 

strengthen our life of prayer?  How will we serve?  How will we use 

our God -given gifts?  

Here is an interesting quote to contemplate.  St. Augustine 

once said, òWill is to grace as the horse is to the rider.ó  It all starts 

with the will.  The Lord needs us to take a step, and once we take 

that step, the Lord respondséin incredible ways.   

Please use this Ministry Guide to discover the many 

opportunities Most Precious Blood has to grow in our faith and 

serve our community.  I humbly invite each of you this year to 

contemplate the question: How am I being called to participate 

in the life of God?   

      As always, on behalf of myself, Fr. Glenn, and the parish staff, 

we love you, we pray for you, and we look forward to another 

exciting year of journeying together.  
 

In Christ, 

   Father Josh 


